
DEPARTING  
†Benediction - The Last Word 
God always has the last word in our worship, and for those who 
are in Christ Jesus these are always words of blessing.  These 
words come from God, and not from the Pastor. As an 
expression of receiving this blessing we open our hands. 
 
†Singing of the Doxology            Hymn #731 
 
 

One of our elders will be available for prayer at the front 
of the sanctuary immediately following the service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Lord’s Supper is being served this morning 

HLPC welcomes all Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, and who are baptized members of a 
congregation that proclaims the gospel, to participate in the Lord’s 
Supper.  Children who have been examined by the elders and admitted 
to the Lord’s Table are able to partake of this Sacrament.  If you are not 
a Christian, or you are not prepared to share in this sacrament, we 
encourage you to spend this time in prayer.   

(Note: The crackers used in communion are gluten-free.) 
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OUR STAFF 

 
Dr. Paul L. Bankson ♦ Pastor ♦ pbankson@gmail.com  

Kathy Tufts ♦ Administrative Assistant ♦ houstonlakepca@gmail.com 
Shane Hall ♦ Director of Youth Ministry ♦ shane.hall08@gmail.com 

Kristin Bailey ♦ Nursery Coordinator ♦ timandkrisbailey@earthlink.net 
Elizabeth Weiss ♦ Choir Director ♦ elizabethweiss0112@gmail.com  

Heather Collins ♦ Bookkeeper ♦ ckmate06@gmail.com 
 

OUR MISSIONARIES & OUTREACH SUPPORT 
   
   ♦ Marshall & Cathryn Brown – Czech Republic 
   ♦ Bob & Andrea Burnham – Odessa, Ukraine – MTW  
   ♦ Jeff & Robyn Candell –Church planting in British Columbia – MNA  
   ♦ Covenant Care Services – Georgia – Christian Adoption Agency  
   ♦ Family Promise of Greater Houston County 
   ♦ Good News Club – Warner Robins & Perry, GA 
   ♦ Seminario Reformado Latinoamericano – Seminary serving                               

Latin America, Noe & Mimi Acosta 
   ♦ Mike & Erin Pettengill –  MTW  
   ♦ MTW LaCieba Honduras  
   ♦ Michael and Amy Parks – Australia - MTW  
   ♦ Perry Volunteer Outreach 
   ♦ Mike & Ellie Sabin – Trans World Radio in Guam – MTW 
   ♦ Harvey & Carol Spears – Cru  
    ♦ RUF @ Mercer University 
   ♦ Strong Tower Fellowship Mission – Macon, GA     
   ♦ Chad & Kristen Turner- RUF @ Valdosta State University 
   ♦ Clif & Julie Wilcox – Church planting, Pensacola, FL – MNA  
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†- Indicates that congregation is to stand. 
Please turn cell phones to silent mode. 

Parents are encouraged and welcome to utilize the  
crying room for infants and young children.  

Sound is also provided in the foyer.  
 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
We enter the sanctuary and gather as God’s people with the 
intent of worshiping the one, true and living God.  Let the music 
being played remind us of our purpose here this morning. 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
Please fill out the connection card located in the seatbacks and 
drop it in the offering plate at the end of service.   
 
Silent Preparation for Worship 
 
†Call to Worship - The First Word 
We believe that God always initiates with sinners, so we begin 
worship with His Word, His invitation to us to gather in His name. 
 
Minister: Oh come; let us sing to the LORD; let us make a 

joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us 
come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us 
make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

 
People: For the LORD is a great God, 
 and a great King above all gods. 
 
Minister: In His hand are the depths of the earth; the 

heights of the mountains are His also.  The sea is 
His, for He made it, and His hands formed the 
dry land. 

 

People: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

For He is our God, and we are the people of 
His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.  
(Psalm 95:1-7) 

 

All Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
Song lyrics reprinted by permission.  CCLI license # 2633730 
Hymns: Public Domain 
The Perfect Wisdom of Our God © 2010 Getty Music Publishing/BMG 
& Thankyou Music 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP) 
Admin. by Simpleville, Inc.  Text: James Montgomery,  
Music: Sandra McCracken 
. 
 
 
 

Houston Lake Presbyterian Church is here for the glory of 
God to be a graciously redeemed worshiping body that 
proclaims and lives in the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
so that people, families, and communities in Houston 
County and beyond may know Christ in all His fullness. 
 



†Prayer for God’s Presence  
 
†Hymn of Praise 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                     Hymn #715       
                           
†Corporate Confession of our Faith 
We utilize the Westminster Shorter Catechism this morning to 
remember and affirm the benefits and blessings that are ours in 
Christ! 
 
Shorter Catechism, #36-38                    Trinity Hymnal p.872 
 
REMEMBERING THE GOSPEL 
Call to Confess Our Sins   
Confession of sin is a way that we are refreshed in the gospel 
and are reminded that it is truly good news.  Rather than 
wallowing in our sin we deal with sin and guilt by confessing it 
and claiming God’s promise of forgiveness in Christ.  
 

Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  The 
eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward 
their cry.  (Psalm 34:14, 15) 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Hymn of Confession & Grace 
“The Perfect Wisdom of Our God” 
 

1. “The perfect wisdom of our God,  
 Revealed in all the universe:  
 All things created by His hand, 
 And held together at His command.  
 He knows the mysteries of the seas,  
 The secrets of the stars are His;  
 He guides the planets on their way,  
 And turns the earth through another day.  
 

2. The matchless wisdom of His ways,  
 That mark the path of righteousness;  
 His word a lamp unto my feet,  
 His Spirit teaching and guiding me.  
 And oh, the mystery of the cross,  
 That God should suffer for the lost 
 So that the fool might shame the wise,  
 And all the glory might go to Christ!  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Oh grant me wisdom from above,  
 To pray for peace and cling to love,  
 And teach me humbly to receive  
 The sun and rain of Your sovereignty.  
 Each strand of sorrow has a place  
 Within this tapestry of grace;  
 So through the trials I choose to say:  
 “Your perfect will in your perfect way.”  
  
Words of Grace 
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers 
them out of all their troubles.  The LORD is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.  The LORD 
redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge 
in him will be condemned.  (Psalm 34:17, 18, 22)   
 
Believe the Gospel!  God has heard our cries and given us His 
Son!  He joyfully accepts us as his own through the redeeming 
work of Christ and the cross! 
 
†Grace Makes Us Gracious: 
Welcoming & Greeting One Another 
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. (Romans 15:7) 
 
†Hymn of Celebration 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 
 
 Chorus:  
 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
 great David’s greater Son!  
 Hail in the time appointed, 
 His reign on earth begun! 
 

1. He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free,  

 To take away transgression, 
 and rule in equity. (Chorus) 
 

2. He comes in succor speedy 
to those who suffer wrong,  

 To help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong. 
 

3. To give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light,  

 Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
  are precious in His sight. (Chorus) 
 
 
 

4. He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth,  

 Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
 spring in His path to birth. (Chorus) 
 

5. The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove.  

 His Name shall stand forever, 
 That Name to us is Love. (Chorus) 
 
Prayers of the People               Ruling Elder Winfield Tufts 
(Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer) 
 
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
HEARING GOD SPEAK 
†Scripture Reading              Ezra 7:11-28              p.393 
  

Minister:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Message                                                    Dr. Paul Bankson 
Ezra & Nehemiah: From Ruin to Restoration 

Part 9 
 
Hymn of Response                                                    
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Vs. 1)     Hymn #457 
 
MEETING GOD AT HIS TABLE  
Words of Institution 
 

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 
 
RESPONDING TO THE GOD OF GRACE 
Offering 
Our giving to God is a response to the gospel.  We give as an act 
of worship and also as an expression of our trust in God to meet 
all our needs. 
 
Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is 
the thing that the Lord has commanded. Take from among you a 
contribution to the Lord. Whoever is of a generous heart, let him 
bring the Lord’s contribution:”  (Exodus 35:4-5) 
 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Vss.2-3) Hymn #457 


