
 Sermon Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is Advent? 
Advent is a season of preparation.  For centuries Christians have used 
the month prior to the celebration of Christ’s incarnation to ready their 
hearts and their homes for the great festival.  While we moderns tend to 
do a good bit of bustling about in the crowded hours between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, it often doesn’t constitute the kind of 
preparation Advent calls for.  Advent has been a time of quiet 
introspection, personal examination, and repentance. It is a time to slow 
down and to take stock of things that matter most. 

-from The Christian Almanac  
by George Grant & Gregory Wilbur 

 
The Lord’s Supper is being served this morning 

HLPC welcomes all Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, and who are baptized members of a 
congregation that proclaims the gospel, to participate in the Lord’s 
Supper.  Children who have been examined by the elders and admitted 
to the Lord’s Table are able to partake of this Sacrament.  If you are not 
a Christian, or you are not prepared to share in this sacrament, we 
encourage you to spend this time in prayer.   

(Note: The crackers used in communion are gluten-free.) 
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Dr. Paul L. Bankson ♦ Pastor ♦ pbankson@gmail.com  

Kathy Tufts ♦ Administrative Assistant ♦ houstonlakepca@gmail.com 
Shane Hall ♦ Director of Youth Ministry ♦ shane.hall08@gmail.com 

Kristin Bailey ♦ Nursery Coordinator ♦ timandkrisbailey@earthlink.net 
Elizabeth Weiss ♦ Choir Director ♦ elizabethweiss0112@gmail.com  

Heather Collins ♦ Bookkeeper ♦ ckmate06@gmail.com 
 

OUR MISSIONARIES & OUTREACH SUPPORT 
   
   ♦ Marshall & Cathryn Brown – Czech Republic 
   ♦ Bob & Andrea Burnham – Odessa, Ukraine – MTW  
   ♦ Jeff & Robyn Candell –Church planting in British Columbia – MNA  
   ♦ Covenant Care Services – Georgia – Christian Adoption Agency  
   ♦ Family Promise of Greater Houston County 
   ♦ Good News Club – Warner Robins & Perry, GA 
   ♦ Seminario Reformado Latinoamericano – Seminary serving                               

Latin America, Noe & Mimi Acosta 
   ♦ Mike & Erin Pettengill –  MTW  
   ♦ MTW LaCieba Honduras  
   ♦ Michael and Amy Parks – Australia - MTW  
   ♦ Perry Volunteer Outreach 
   ♦ Mike & Ellie Sabin – Trans World Radio in Guam – MTW 
   ♦ Harvey & Carol Spears – Cru  
    ♦ RUF @ Mercer University 
   ♦ Strong Tower Fellowship Mission – Macon, GA     
   ♦ Chad & Kristen Turner- RUF @ Valdosta State University 
   ♦ Clif & Julie Wilcox – Church planting, Pensacola, FL – MNA  
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Lord’s Day Worship 
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†- Indicates that congregation is to stand. 
Please turn cell phones to silent mode. 

Parents are encouraged and welcome to utilize the  
crying room for infants and young children.  

Sound is also provided in the foyer.  
 

GATHERING 
Prelude 
We enter the sanctuary and gather as God’s people with the 
intent of worshiping the one, true and living God.  Let the music 
being played remind us of our purpose here this morning. 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
Please fill out the connection card located in the seatbacks and 
drop it in the offering plate at the end of service.   
 
Silent Preparation for Worship 
 
†Call to Worship - The First Word 
Today we begin our celebration of Advent- the season of 
preparation for the coming of God’s Son in human flesh.  We are 
using an Advent Wreath to remind us that the light of the world 
has come!  The wreath has five candles:  four for each of the 
four Sundays of Advent and the fifth is the Christ candle, which 
we will light at our Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
service. 
 
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever 

follows me will not walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life.” 

All: We light this candle as a sign of the coming 
light of Christ. 

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined.  (Isaiah 9:2) 

 Come, Lord Jesus, our light and life. 
All:  Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

All Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
Song lyrics reprinted by permission.  CCLI license # 2633730 
Hymns: Public Domain 
This Is the Christ:  Text- Martin Luther; Music- Sandra McCracken 
© 2010 DRINK YOUR TEA MUSIC (ASCAP). admin. by SIMPLEVILLE 
MUSIC, Inc. 
 
 
 

Houston Lake Presbyterian Church is here for the glory of 
God to be a graciously redeemed worshiping body that 
proclaims and lives in the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
so that people, families, and communities in Houston 
County and beyond may know Christ in all His fullness. 
 



†Prayer for God’s Presence  
 
†Hymn of Praise 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                            Hymn #194              
                            
†Corporate Confession of our Faith 
We look to the Heidelberg Catechism today to express the good 
news of how believers in Jesus Christ are made right with God. 
 
 I am made right with God only by true faith in 
Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of 
having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments 
and of never having kept any of them, and even though I 
am still inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without my 
deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants and 
credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and 
holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned nor been a 
sinner, as if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was 
obedient for me. 
 All I need to do is to accept this gift of God with a 
believing heart. When I say that by faith alone I am right 
with God; it is not because of any value my faith has that 
God is pleased with me. Only Christ’s satisfaction, 
righteousness, and holiness make me right with God.  And 
I can receive this righteousness and make it mine in no 
other way than by faith alone. 
(taken from the Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 60 & 61) 
 
 
REMEMBERING THE GOSPEL 
Call to Confess Our Sins   
Confession of sin is a way that we are refreshed in the gospel 
and are reminded that it is truly good news.  Rather than 
wallowing in our sin we deal with sin and guilt by confessing it 
and claiming God’s promise of forgiveness in Christ.  
 
Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden 
faults. Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and 
innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, 
my rock and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:12-14) 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of Confession & Grace 
“This Is the Christ”               
 

1. Good news from heaven the angels bring 
 Glad tidings to the earth they sing 
 To us this day a child is given 
 To crown us with the joy of heaven 
 
 Chorus: 
 This is the Christ, our God and Lord 
 Who in all need shall aid afford 
 He will himself our savior be 
 And from our sins will set us free 
 

2. All hail, thou noble guest this morn 
 Whose love did not the sinner scorn 
 In my distress thou come’st to me 
 What thanks shall I return to thee? 
 Chorus 
 

3. Were earth a thousand times as fair 
 Beset with gold and jewels rare 
 She yet were far too poor to be 
 A narrow cradle, Lord, for thee... 
 Chorus 
 

4. Praise God upon his heavenly throne 
 Who gave to us his only son 
 For this his hosts on joyful wing 
 A blest New Year of mercy sing 
 Chorus                       
 
Words of Grace 
Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer 
him from His holy heaven with the saving might of His right 
hand. Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in 
the name of the LORD our God.  (Psalm 20:6-7) 
 
Believe the Gospel!  Our trust in the finished work of Jesus Christ 
is well placed as He has answered the law’s demands and paid 
for our sins on the cross! 
 
†Grace Makes Us Gracious: 
Welcoming & Greeting One Another 
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. (Romans 15:7) 
 
†Hymn of Celebration 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                    Hymn #196 
 
 

Prayers of the People                 Ruling Elder Sean Waters 
(Concluded by the Lord’s Prayer) 
 
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
HEARING GOD SPEAK 
†Scripture Reading              Isaiah 11:1-9             p.575 
  

Minister:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Message                                                    Dr. Paul Bankson 
The Gospel According to Isaiah 

 
Hymn of Response                                                    
“Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”  (Vs. 1)                  Hymn #481 
 
MEETING GOD AT HIS TABLE  
Words of Institution 
 

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 
 
RESPONDING TO THE GOD OF GRACE 
Offering 
Our giving to God is a response to the gospel.  We give as an act 
of worship and also as an expression of our trust in God to meet 
all our needs. 
 
Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all 
your produce;  (Proverbs 3:9) 
 
“Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”  (Vss.2-3)               Hymn #481 
 
DEPARTING  
†Benediction - The Last Word 
God always has the last word in our worship, and for those who 
are in Christ Jesus these are always words of blessing.  These 
words come from God, and not from the Pastor. As an 
expression of receiving this blessing we open our hands. 
 
†Singing of the Doxology            Hymn #731 
 
 

One of our elders will be available for prayer at the front 
of the sanctuary immediately following the service. 

 


